

















ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES ARMY

AUSA to honor The Old Guard soldiers through August

By Sgt. Maj. of the Army Daniel Dailey,
U.S. Army retired

he Association of the U.S.
I Army celebrated its 70th birth-
day this year.

Since July 5, 1950, AUSA has
been the professional association for
soldiers in the Total Army as well
as retired soldiers, Army civilians,
wounded warriors, veterans, con-
cerned citizens and family members.

To commemorate 70 years of ser-
vice, AUSA created “AUSA Day” and
challenged its 122 chapters around
the world to do service projects in
and around their communities.

In order to join the festivities,
members of AUSA’s Noncommis-
sioned Officer and
Soldier Programs
team decided to
show our support
for soldiers in honor of both AUSA
Day and the sergeant major of the
Army’s “This Is My Squad” initiative.

The NCO and Soldier Programs
team chose to honor soldiers from the
3rd Infantry Regiment, traditionally
known as The Old Guard.

Why The Old Guard? Along with
being the oldest active-duty infantry
unit in the Army, serving our na-
tion since 1784, the soldiers of The
Old Guard serve as the escort to the
president, provide security for Wash-
ington, D.C., conduct countless mili-
tary ceremonies, guard the Tomb of
the Unknowns, and lay our fallen to
rest in Arlington National Cemetery.

Most impressive, they have not
missed a beat despite the effects of
COVID-19.

Along with these and many more
responsibilities, The Old Guard has
always been there to support AUSA,
from helping with ceremonies to par-
ticipating in the AUSA Annual Meet-
ing and Exposition.

“The soldiers of The Old Guard
provide us support every time we
ask, and they’re always consummate
professionals,” said retired Command
Sgt. Maj. Troy Welch, director of NCO

NCO & Soldier

Programs

Retired Command Sgt. Maj. Troy Welch, far left, and retired Sgt. Maj. of the Army Daniel
Dailey, far right, stand with soldiers from the 3rd Infantry Regiment. (ausa PHOTO)

and Soldier Programs at AUSA.

To show our gratitude for their re-
lentless service, we devised a plan to
honor one squad of the regiment ev-
ery week in August.

On Aug. 4, NCO and Soldier Pro-
grams held a ceremony at Fort Myer,
Virginia, to honor the first “top
squad” selected by Old Guard leader-
ship. Several sponsors chipped in to
provide a free lunch, a few tokens of

The soldiers were provided with a free
lunch, a few tokens of appreciation and
free AUSA memberships. (ausa PHOTO)

appreciation and free AUSA member-
ships for the soldiers.

The first squad honored is led by
Staff Sgt. Julius Shorter, squad lead-
er for the presidential salute battery.

“It means a lot to have the former
[sergeant major of the Army] and
AUSA come out and recognize my
squad for our hard work and dedica-
tion,” Shorter said. “Given the cur-
rent COVID climate and not being
able to train with our soldiers on a
day-to-day basis, I am proud that my
soldiers continue to maintain our
skill set.”

NCO and Soldier Programs would
like to thank Command Sgt. Maj. Ed-
win Brooks, the senior enlisted lead-
er of the 3rd Infantry Regiment, and
Sgt. Maj. Chad Stackpole, the regi-
ment’s operations sergeant major, for
their help in making this wonderful
event happen.

The best part of the day was the
smiles on the soldiers’ faces as they re-
ceived their honors, opened their gifts
and ate some well-deserved chow.

We look forward to honoring the
next three squads throughout the
rest of the month.

Retired Sgt. Maj. of the Army Daniel
Dailey is AUSA’s vice president for
NCO and Soldier Programs and was
the 15th sergeant major of the Army.
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AUSA chapter president, mem

By W. Thomas Smith Jr.

wo members of the Association
Tof the U.S. Army’s Fort Jack-

son-Palmetto State chapter
were recognized July 15 during the
South Carolina Seven expedition.

The first award was presented to

Col. Bill Connor, an Army officer who
serves as South Carolina’s emergency
preparedness liai-
SelaiEle[os B son for U.S. Army
EEN SRS E1EN North.
Connor received
a commendation from the state sen-
ate for his service as chairman of the
South Carolina Floodwater Commis-
sion’s National Security Task Force.

The second award was presented to
Richland County Sheriff Leon Lott,
president of the Fort Jackson-Palmet-
to State chapter.

Lott received the Global Eco Ad-
ventures Environmental Champion
award for his leadership as sheriff
and as commander of the South Caro-
lina State Guard during the many
hurricanes and tropical storms that

ber receive state honors

From left to right are Richland County Sheriff’s Capt. Maria Yturria, South Carolina Lt. Gov.
Pamela Evette, Tom Mullikin, Col. Bill Connor and Sheriff Leon Lott. (AUSA/W. THOMAS SMITH JR)

have plagued the state since Hurri-
cane Joaquin in September 2015.
The South Carolina Seven expedi-
tion was a monthlong, 500-mile trek
through the midlands of South Caro-
lina from the mountains to the sea.
Led by Tom Mullikin, chairman of
the South Carolina Floodwater Com-
mission and an AUSA member, the
expedition was the first of its kind

showcasing the seven natural won-
ders of the Palmetto State.

The awards were presented after
expedition participants hiked through
Fort Jackson, the largest Army basic
training installation in the nation.

W. Thomas Smith Jr. is a member of
AUSA’s Fort Jackson-Palmetto State
chapter.

Chapter recognizes Fort Hood NCO, Soldier of the Year

he Association of the U.S. Ar-

I my’s Central Texas-Fort Hood

chapter honored the installa-

tion’s NCO and Soldier of the Year dur-

ing a July 20 ceremony at III Corps
headquarters on Fort Hood, Texas.

Sgt. 1st Class Ashlee Ibarra of the
3rd Cavalry Regiment was the top
NCO in the Fort
Hood Best Warrior
Competition, and
Spec. Jaylin Allen of
the 1st Air Cavalry Brigade, 1st Cav-
alry Division, was named the Soldier
of the Year.

Retired Maj. Gen. Ken Cox, the
chapter vice president, presented the
winners with an AUSA membership,
the new Army Greens Service Uni-
form, and the use of a new vehicle for
one year.

This year’s Fort Hood Best Warrior

Central Texas-

Fort Hood

—

Sgt. 1st Class Ashlee Ibarra, left, and Spc. Jaylin Allen. (u.s. ARMY PHOTO)

Competition was held virtually be-
cause of the COVID-19 pandemic, and
senior enlisted leaders from across 111
Corps judged packets spanning the
soldiers’ basic training to present day.

Every year, soldiers compete to rep-
resent their command in the Army
Best Warrior Competition.

Competitions start at the unit level,
with soldiers working to earn a spot
in the next, higher-level competition.

In the end, 22 of the Army’s best—
11 soldiers and 11 NCOs representing
11 commands from across the Army—
compete for the title of NCO or Soldier
of the Year.
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MEMBERSHIP SAVINGS
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