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Future soldiers depart for basic trammg, join AUSA

embers of the Association
of the U.S. Army’s Central
Texas-Fort Hood chapter re-

cently gathered at the Harker Heights
Recruiting Station in Harker Heights,
Texas, to participate in a send-off cer-
emony for three future soldiers.

Pfc. Kyra Batalla is departing for
Fort Sill, Oklahoma, where she will
attend basic training before training
to become a practical nursing special-
ist (68C).

Also going to Fort Sill for basic
training is Pfc. Kayla Kunz, who will
then train to be a behavioral health
specialist (68X).

Pvt. Nazeer Farmek, who signed
on to be a motor transport operator
(88M), will train at Fort dJackson,
South Carolina.

During the April 26 event, chap-
ter members expressed appreciation
to the future sol-
diers and shared
information about
the Army’s profes-
sional association, leading to all three
becoming members on the spot.

Central Texas-

Fort Hood

At the send-off ceremony are, from left to right, Pfc. Kyra Batalla, Pvt. Nazeer Farmek
and Pfc. Kayla Kunz. All three future soldiers became AUSA members. (AUSA PHOTO)

“All three of our future soldiers
completed their AUSA membership
application after hearing about the
benefits of membership and the mis-
sion of our AUSA chapter,” said Nancy
Duran, a chapter Community Partner
member representing the Killeen In-
dependent School District.

Each soldier was also presented
with a coin.

“Each recruit was accompanied by
their family, but due to social distanc-
ing requirements, it was an interest-
ing send-off,” Duran said. “Please
keep our future soldiers in your
prayers.”

Chapter members honor, pay trlbute to their mothers

By Rhonda Sutton

ver the years, members of

the Association of the U.S.

Army’s Redstone-Huntsville
chapter leadership team have lost
some of the dearest people in their
lives—their mothers.

Past President John Wright, Steve
Below, the current president, and
Marie Arighi, vice
president for spe-
cial activities, all
recently suffered
this loss, and they wanted to find a
way to honor and remember these
women on Mother’s Day.

A special place exists in Huntsville,
Alabama, to pay tribute to our veter-
ans, Gold Star families and first re-
sponders.

The Huntsville Madison County

Redstone-

Huntsville

The Huntsville Madison County Veterans Memorial. (COURTESY PHOTO)

Veterans Memorial was dedicated on
Veterans Day in 2011. It exists to hon-
or those who have answered the call of
duty by serving in the armed forces.

To honor our chapter leaders’ moth-
ers, we purchased a commemorative
brick paver in the memorial park.

The paver will be a lasting place our
chapter leaders can visit and remem-
ber their mothers while reflecting on
those who gave so much for the free-
doms we have today.

Sam Bertling, a former chapter
Family of the Year award recipient
with his wife KumCha and son Sam
Jr., recently lost his mother to COV-
ID-19. The chapter plans to continue
this tradition by purchasing a paver
for her as a way to show our love and
support to our members.

Rhonda Sutton is the Redstone-
Huntsville chapter’s executive vice
president.
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Stay connected with AUSA at home with our new virtual
series featuring guest speakers from Army leadership
discussing key defense industry topics.

SMA MICHAEL A. GRINSTON
Special ARMY COVID-19 Report

DATE: 21 MAY 2020
TIME: 1200-1300 EST
COST: FREE
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