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Members of the Association of the U.S. Army staff, led by retired Gen. Bob Brown, left, AUSA's ex-
ecutive vice president, mark the 20th anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks at the National 9/11
Pentagon Memorial in Virginia. Brown was joined by, from left to right, retired Col. John Davies,
Suzanne McCollum and retired Sgt. Maj. of the Army Daniel Dailey. See story on Page 3. (AUSA PHOTO)

Vaccinations required for AUSA 2021

eople attending the Associa-
Ption of the U.S. Army’s 2021

Annual Meeting and Exposi-
tion must be fully vaccinated against
COVID-19 or have tested negative
within the previous 72 hours, the as-
sociation announced Sept. 3.

The 2021 Annual Meeting and Ex-
position will be held Oct. 11-13 at the
Walter E. Washington Convention
Center in Washington, D.C.

Registration and housing registra-
tion are open.

The new COVID guidelines are
part of the association’s efforts to
have a safe in-person event that fol-
lows recommendations from the con-
vention center, the District of Colum-
bia government and the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention.

In addition to proof of vaccination
or a negative COVID-19 test, masks
will be required regardless of vac-
cination status while indoors except
while eating and drinking.

“We look forward to welcoming ev-
eryone back to the in-person AUSA
Annual Meeting,” AUSA officials
said in a statement. “The health
and safety of attendees, presenters,
exhibitors, staff and the local com-
munity continue to be our top priori-
ties as we count down to this year’s
important event.”

Prior to the Annual Meeting, at-
tendees will be asked to upload proof
that full vaccination was completed
at least 14 days prior to arriving in
Washington, D.C.

Alternatively, attendees can supply

negative results from a COVID-19
test taken within 72 hours of your
first day on-site at the event.

The report must be issued by a
medical clinic, agency or pharmacy.
Self-tests will not be accepted.

A prior COVID-19 diagnosis or an-
tibody tests are not accepted for en-
try into the event.

For the purposes of entry to the
AUSA Annual Meeting, a person is
considered fully vaccinated 14 days
after their second dose in a 2-dose se-
ries, such as the Pfizer and Moderna
vaccines or any World Health Organi-
zation approved vaccine for interna-
tional participants, or 14 days after a
single-dose vaccine, such as Johnson
& Johnson’s Janssen vaccine.

See Annual Meeting, Page 3
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AUSA team honors the fallen at Pentagon 9/11 memorial

embers of the Association of
M the U.S. Army’s headquar-

ters staff, led by retired Gen.
Bob Brown, the association’s executive
vice president, marked the 20th anni-
versary of the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks
by laying a wreath at the National 9/11
Pentagon Memorial in Virginia.

“The Association of the U.S. Army
is honored to have the opportunity
to recognize our fallen heroes on the
20th anniversary of 9/11,” said Brown,
who will become AUSA’s president and
CEO on Oct. 1.

The ceremony Wednesday was part
of the “Wreaths of Remembrance”
events at the Pentagon Memorial,
which is currently closed to the pub-
lic. All wreaths will remain on display
until Sept. 11.

“We were proud to have been joined
by two of our AUSA teammates who
were in the Pentagon during the at-
tack—retired Col. John Davies and
Suzanne McCollum,” Brown said.

Davies, AUSA’s membership direc-
tor, was the deputy director of military
personnel management in the Army
personnel directorate in 2001.

McCollum, who is AUSA’s registrar,
at the time worked in the Pentagon as
an Army civilian.

Also representing AUSA was retired
Sgt. Maj. of the Army Daniel Dailey,
the association’s vice president of NCO
and Soldier Programs.

.

Members of AUSA’'s headquarters staff, led by retired Gen. Bob Brown, second from

left, tour the Pentagon Memorial in Arlington, Virigina. (ausa PHOTO)

At 9:37 a.m. on Sept. 11, 2001, Amer-
ican Airlines Flight 77 crashed into
the west side of the Pentagon, shortly
after two hijacked planes crashed into
the World Trade Center in New York.

United Airlines Flight 93 crashed in
Shanksville, Pennsylvania, at 10:03
a.m. after passengers tried to retake
the plane.

Nearly 3,000 people were killed in
the attacks launched by al-Qaida, the
militant group founded by Osama bin
Laden, and they led to the longest war
in American history.

“The attacks on September 11, 2001,

reminded us of the true strength of our
Nation and our military,” Army Chief
of Staff Gen. James McConville said in
an August message to the force. “The
sacrifices you've made, have and will
be a lasting legacy of honor.”

The Pentagon Memorial, which
opened to the public on Sept. 11, 2008,
consists of a park with 184 benches—
one for each person killed in the Pen-
tagon attack.

“We remain committed to honoring
the fallen and never forgetting the sac-
rifices made for our freedom,” Brown
said.

Annual Meeting
From Page 1

Registered attendees will receive
an email with details on how docu-
ments may be uploaded.

If you haven’t registered for the
Annual Meeting, the upload process
is now part of the online registration
process.

On-site registration—with the re-
quired proof—will be allowed but
could result in delays.

There will be no exceptions to the
requirement to be fully vaccinated or
have a negative test.

Mask Requirement

The District of Columbia has an-
nounced that as of July 31, everyone
over the age of 2 must wear a mask in-
doors regardless of vaccination status.

Participants at the in-person AUSA
Annual Meeting will be required to
wear masks at all times, except when
actively eating or drinking.

Masks cannot include vents or
valves, and gaiters, bandanas and
scarves are not permitted.

Food and Beverage
The convention center is now man-

dating that all food and beverage be
consumed sitting down or standing
at a table. Food and beverage cannot
be consumed while moving around
the center.

“We will continue to evaluate and
expand our COVID-19 protocols as
best practices and applicable legal
requirements evolve and will send
updates, so you know what to expect
when you arrive in D.C.,” AUSA of-
ficials said.

For more information or to register
for the 2021 Annual Meeting, click
here.

WWW.ausa.org
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Army Paralympians break records,

win medals at Tokyo

rom retired Maj. Shawn Mo-

relli’s first medal for Team

USA in track cycling to Sgt.
1st Class Elizabeth Marks’ record-
breaking gold medal performance,
soldier-athletes shone at the Tokyo
Paralympics.

Three active-duty soldiers and at
least 16 veterans from across the ser-
vices represented Team USA at the
Paralympic Games in Tokyo, which
concluded Sept. 5.

In total, Team USA’s active-duty
or former service members brought
home nine medals.

Morelli, who served as an Army
engineer officer, took silver in the
3,000-meter C4 individual pursuit
cycling event and gold in the women’s
C4 time trial.

“Thank you all who got me here,”
Morelli said after winning gold Aug.
31.

“Today was a hard fought day filled
with adversity,” Morelli wrote on
Twitter after taking silver Aug. 25.
“I am grateful to be able to p[er]form
and come home with Silver. Thank
you to all my friends, family, coaches
and sponsors.”

Retired Staff Sgt. Freddie De Los
Santos won a bronze medal in the
mixed cycling team relay.

“Cycling has become my coping
mechanism to deal with my anxiety,
my PTSD. So, that sense, it has given
me a new way of life,” De Los Santos
told VeloNews. “It has been the most
rewarding experience to be able to
compete at this level, despite my dis-
ability.

Staff Sgts. John Joss and Kevin
Nguyen also represented the U.S.
and the Army through the World
Class Athlete Program. In the mixed
50-meter rifle prone event Sept. 4,
Nguyen placed 20th and Joss placed
29th, according to Olympic results.

Marks, a trailblazer as the Army’s
first Paralympic swimmer in the ser-
vice’s elite World Class Athlete Pro-

games

Sgt. 1st Class Elizabeth Marks displays
her gold medal after breaking the world
record in the women’s 100-meter back-
stroke by two seconds. (u.s. ARMY PHOTO)

gram, performed in all her events
and accounted for one-third of the
medals service members won during
the Paralympics.

Marks, who won a gold and a bronze
in the 2016 Paralympics, broke the
world record in the women’s 100-me-
ter backstroke by two seconds on her
way to the gold medal in Tokyo.

She also won the silver medal in
the 50-meter freestyle and the bronze
in the 50-meter butterfly.

Maj. Nathaniel Garcia, who pho-
tographed Marks as she took in her
gold medal performance, celebrated
her win on Instagram.

“Four years of hard work, blood,
sweat and tears captured in one mo-
ment,” he wrote. “You have made
your country proud.”

“Thank you to everyone in my
corner,” Marks wrote in an Insta-
gram post after she won bronze in
the 50-meter butterfly. “You’ll never
understand how impossible these mo-
ments would be without you.”
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Vice chief: National Guard ‘indispensable’ to future force

he National Guard will contin-

I ue to be “indispensable” as the

Army modernizes and readies

itself against future threats, Army

Vice Chief of Staff Gen. Joseph Mar-
tin said.

“I've been around the block a few
times, and I've served with National
Guard service members [on] multiple
occasions,” Martin said. “So, I hope
you believe me when I say that based
on my experiences, I consider you to
be indispensable.”

In the future, the Army’s competi-
tors will test it in unprecedented
ways, Martin said Aug. 30 during
a keynote address at the National
Guard Association of the United
States’ General Conference.

The military “will be contested in
every domain—think space, air, sea,
land, cyber information—all will be
in competition,” he said. “And if we're
to be successful in this environment,

Soldiers with the Louisana National Guard prepare their vehicles for operations in New
Orleans prior to the arrival of Hurricane lda. (u.s. ARMY/SPC. DUNCAN FOOTE)

Martin identified several chal-
lenges the Army is responding to
including suicide, sexual assault and
harassment and extremism.

See Martin, Page 6

the Total Army must transform just
as it did 40 years ago. This transfor-
mation is not about fighting the last
war better, it’s about winning the
next one.”
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Martin
From Page 5

“We are attacking this, but it takes
a team of teams,” he said.

“These harmful behaviors of sex-
ual assault, sexual harassment,
racism, extremism and suicide are
eroding the foundation of our profes-
sion and could potentially become an
existential threat to us all,” Martin
said. “Because if people don’t want to
serve in the Army, or any service for
that matter, that’s existential for us.”

Zeroing in on the issue of suicide
among soldiers, Martin said that
there is still more work to do.

“Ladies and gentlemen, we lost 321
soldiers [in the] total force last year
to death by suicide,” he said. “That’s
a small battalion, and every one of
them has got a story.”

When it comes to issues like sexual
assault and other challenges, Martin
said the Army plans to survey sol-

diers to proactively identify areas of

LISTEN.
LEAD.

%Y T

MATTE

Army Vice Chief of Staff Gen. Joseph Martin, left, speaks with soldiers during a visit to
Fort McCoy, Wisconsin. (u.s. ARMY/SPC. RHIANNA BALLENGER)

improvement in an effort to get ahead
of any issues and having to hold them
accountable after the fact.

“I'm convinced that’s the approach
that we’ve got to take because then
you start developing the soldier as
an individual, and you get ahead of
the behaviors [before] it’s too late,”

LEARN:
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Tune-in at:

PODCAST.AUSA.ORG
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he said.

Moving forward, the Army will
continue to transform and adapt,
Martin said.

“There is no magical elixir, no sil-
ver bullet that can promise success
in war,” Martin said. “This is the
heart of our transformation.”

, ASSOCIATION OF THE
UNITED STATES ARMY

www.ausa.org
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AUSA pushes for on-time defense authorization, funding

By Mark Haaland

elcome to  September.
School is back in session,
summer is over, and Con-

gress returns to continue its work
to pass legislation supporting the
administration’s infrastructure pri-
orities.

Unfortunately, the Association of
the U.S. Army does not anticipate
that lawmakers will find time to pass
the annual legislation to authorize
and fund DoD or other federal agen-
cies by the Oct. 1 start of the new
fiscal year, even though it is critical
for the functioning of the federal gov-
ernment.

We fully expect Congress to pass
a continuing resolution, which is a
temporary measure to fund the gov-
ernment at fiscal year 2021 levels.

Once the new fiscal year begins,
passing the annual appropriations
bill or another continuing resolution
will be essential to avoid a govern-
ment shutdown.

Neither the
House nor Sen-
ate has passed its
version of the defense appropriations
bill, so we are projecting that a con-
tinuing resolution will be required
through October and most likely No-
vember, before Congress will be able
to pass a defense appropriations bill
for the president’s signature.

The challenge with continuing res-
olutions is they harm readiness and
slow modernization. These stopgap
measures are an inefficient and cost-
ly way to run the government and the
military.

Each year, AUSA’s primary recom-
mendation for Congress is to pass the
National Defense Authorization Act
and defense appropriations bill be-
fore the new fiscal year begins.

AUSA joins The Military Coali-
tion, a group of 35 military, veterans
and uniformed services organiza-
tions, in advocating for this critical
legislation with Congress.

Passing on-time authorizations

Government

Affairs

W \ v

Army Chief of Staff Gen. James McConville speaks during a breakfast for congressional
staffers at the 2019 AUSA Annual Meeting and Exposition. (ausa PHOTO)

and appropriations are among the
simplest and most important (and yet
most challenging) actions that Con-
gress can take on an annual basis
to maintain and grow our national
security.

In August, AUSA joined The Mili-
tary Coalition in advocating for three
legislative measures that would pro-
vide Work Opportunity Tax Credits,
a federal tax credit available to em-
ployers for hiring individuals from
certain groups who have consistently
faced significant barriers to employ-
ment.

To start fiscal 2022, AUSA expects Con-
gress to pass a continuing resolution,
which is a temporary measure to fund the
government at the previous fiscal year’s
levels. (ARCHITECT OF THE CAPITOL PHOTO)

If passed, these measures would
support military spouse and veteran
employment and caregiving for ill
family members. They will not com-
pletely solve the challenges they seek
to address, but these measures will
be a step in the right direction.

As we look forward to the AUSA
Annual Meeting and Exposition,
scheduled for Oct. 11-13, we are
working with the Army to host a
breakfast for senior Army leaders
and congressional staffers.

Army Secretary Christine Wor-
muth and Army Chief of Staff Gen.
James McConville are slated to
speak during the event.

Following the breakfast, staffers
will be invited to visit defense indus-
try displays in the exhibit halls and
meet with leaders from the private
sector.

If you attend this year’s annual
meeting, we welcome you to stop by
and visit with your AUSA Govern-
ment Affairs team.

We will be available in the Walter
E. Washington Convention Center,
and we welcome and appreciate your
feedback and insights.

Mark Haaland is AUSA’s Government
Affairs Director.

www.ausa.org
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Retired senior NCO, AUSA member honored at MLB game

etired Command Sgt. Maj. The-
R odore Dewitt, a member of the

Association of the U.S. Army’s
MG William F. Dean chapter in Pleas-
anton, California, was recently hon-
ored at Chicago’s Wrigley Field during
a Major League Baseball game.

Dewitt, who retired Aug. 14, was
recognized for his 36-year military
career that included deployments
to Kuwait, Iraq
and Afghanistan,
where he served as
the command ser-
geant major of the 335th Signal Com-
mand (Theater) and the senior NCO
of the Theater Strategic and Tactical
Network.

His final assignment was as com-
mand sergeant major of the Army Re-
serve’s 85th Support Command.

“I could not say that I have met a
more patriotic group of Americans
than I did at that game,” Dewitt said
in an Army press release. “I mean, it
really rocked my soul, and it made me

MG William F.

Dean

e e )

Retired Command Sgt. Maj. Theodore Dewitt waves to the crowd at Wrigley Field, Chi-
cago, during an Aug. 12 baseball game. (u.s. ARMY/CAPT. MICHAEL ARIOLA)

appreciate what I do every day serv-
ing this country and made me prouder
to be a soldier.”

He received a standing ovation from
the crowd during the fourth inning of
the Aug. 12 game between the Chi-

cago Cubs and Milwaukee Brewers.

“The outpouring of support and
appreciation for our military service
members from the Cubs and their
fans is absolutely amazing,” Dewitt
said.

AUSA member named Virginia Army Reserve Ambassador

member of the Association
Aof the U.S. Army’s George

Washington chapter was re-
cently confirmed as an Army Reserve
Ambassador for Virginia.

Maj. Gen. Rod Faulk, command-
ing general of the Army Reserve’s
99th Readiness Division, confirmed
the appointment of retired Lt. Col.
Michael Buscher made by Army Re-
serve Chief Lt. Gen. Jody Daniels.

Buscher is the chief growth offi-
cer for BigBear.ai, which provides
artificial  intelli-
gence and machine
learning-enabled
technology to the
government and private sector, ac-
cording to an Army press release.

He retired from the Army Reserve
in 2017 after 30 years of service. He
also served for almost a decade as a
senior operations officer at the Cen-

George

Washington

Michael Buscher. (COURTESY PHOTO)

tral Intelligence Agency during his
military career.

While in uniform, Buscher de-
ployed with Task Force 145 to Bagh-
dad, Iraq, and served on two sepa-
rate Joint Terrorism Task Forces.

In addition to AUSA, Buscher is a
member of the Reserve Organization
of America, the Harvard National
Security and Law Association, and
the National Defense Industrial As-
sociation.

Established in 1998, the ambas-
sador program promotes awareness
and serves to educate states and
communities to foster support for the
Army Reserve.

Similar to civilian aides to the sec-
retary of the Army, ambassadors rep-
resent the chief of the Army Reserve
and provide feedback on plans, pro-
grams and needs of service members
and families. While not all ambassa-
dors have military experience, many
are retired officers or senior noncom-
missioned officers.

For more information about the
Army Reserve Ambassador program,
click here.
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