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New chief: People are ‘my No. 1 priority’
Gen. James C. McConville, left, is sworn in as the 40th chief of staff of the Army by acting Army 
Secretary Ryan D. McCarthy. (U.S. ARMY/SPC. ZACHERY PERKINS)
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The Army’s newly sworn-in chief 
of staff, Gen. James C. McCon-
ville, has two simple messages 

to the force: winning matters, and 
people will always be his top priority.

“People are always my No. 1 prior-
ity,” he said. “Our Army’s people are 
our greatest strength and our most 
important weapon system.”

McConville, whose own three chil-
dren are in the Army, said soldiers’ par-
ents “have sent their most important 
possession to the United States Army.”

“They expect us, in fact, they de-
mand, that we take care of them, that 
we treat them with dignity and respect, 
and we do everything we can to make 
sure they grow in the Army,” he said. 

“Every single day I wake up know-
ing that some parents have trusted me 
with their sons and daughters, and I 
need to take care of them.”

This includes implementing a 21st-
century talent management system 
that will allow the Army to “put the 

right soldier in the right job at the 
right time,” he said. 

It also means making sure soldiers 
“have the best training, best equip-
ment, best leadership.”

The Army also must better manage 
its civilian employees’ talent and take 
care of soldiers’ families, he said. 

“We’ve got to make sure they have 
good health care, child care, that 
spouses have an opportunity for em-
ployment, and we’ve got to take care 
of the PCS moving challenges we have 
right now,” he said. “If we have a good 
quality of life for our families, they 
will stay with their soldiers.”

McConville was sworn in alongside 
Command Sgt. Maj. Michael A. Grin-
ston, who became the 16th sergeant 
major of the Army, Aug. 9 at Joint Base 
Myer-Henderson Hall, Virginia. 

The ceremony, hosted by acting 
Army Secretary Ryan D. McCarthy, 
marked the latest in a series of chang-
es to the Army’s top leadership ranks. 

McConville succeeds Gen. Mark A. 
Milley, who is confirmed to be the next 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

Grinston succeeds Sgt. Maj. of the 
Army Daniel A. Dailey as the Army’s 
top enlisted soldier. 

The elevation of McConville from 
vice chief of staff to be the Army’s top 
general provides important continuity 
to the force, McCarthy said. 

There is no leader better prepared 
than McConville, who is the first Army 
aviator to serve as chief, to lead the 
Army through a massive and “risky” 
transformation, McCarthy said. 

McCarthy also paid tribute to Mil-
ley and Dailey, crediting them with 
improving the Army’s readiness and 
setting the force on the path it’s on.

Milley said the Army is “in much 
better shape today” because of sup-
port from the nation’s civilian leaders 
and “the efforts of tens of thousands of 
people” across the force.

See McConville, Page 4
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AUSA supports enlisted Guard association conference

Retired Gen. Carter F. Ham, AUSA president and CEO, said ‘35% of our forces [in the Army 
and Air Force] are National Guard and 84% of those are enlisted. I believe in the citizen-
soldier.’ (ARMY NATIONAL GUARD PHOTO)

By Sgt. Maj. of the Army Kenneth O. 
Preston, U.S. Army Retired

Greetings from the Association 
of the U.S. Army, our Army’s 
association for education and 

professional development, and a major 
supporter of the Army’s Soldier for Life 
efforts.

The 48th annual Enlisted Associa-
tion of the National Guard of the Unit-
ed States conference was held Aug. 
4-7 at the Iowa Events Center in Des 
Moines, Iowa.

With approximately 1,500 attend-
ees, including soldiers and airmen 
from the Army and Air National 
Guard, the conference served as the 
association’s annual meeting and a 
professional development forum sup-
porting more than 120 uniformed 
young professionals from across the 
states and territories.

Retired Command Sgt. Maj. Karen 
Craig, EANGUS president, and the 
leadership team from the national of-
fice presided over the events.

Command Sgt. Maj. John Sampa of 
the Army National Guard and Chief 
Master Sgt. Ronald Anderson of the 
Air National Guard were present 
throughout the conference as well.

Paul Lawrence, Ph.D., Veterans 
Affairs undersecretary for benefits, 
kicked off the conference by highlight-
ing the VA’s ongoing transformation, 
beginning with the Accountability and 
Whistleblower Protection Act becom-
ing law in 2017 and enabling 
the expeditious removal of ha-
bitual bad performers.

The new VA Mission Act, 
designed to give veterans more health 
care options, “puts veterans at the cen-
ter of health care.”

It also strengthens the VA’s ability 
to deliver trusted, easy-to-access, high-
quality care at VA facilities, virtually 
through telehealth, and in local com-
munities, Lawrence said.

He also highlighted the transition 
to electronic health records and the 
ability to seamlessly transition from 
military service to the VA, while ac-

knowledging the 10-year journey to 
implementation as being a complex 
task with much progress to date.

Retired Gen. Carter F. Ham, AUSA 
president and CEO, also spoke on Aug. 
5 to a full house of Army and Air Na-
tional Guard soldiers and airmen, vet-
erans and spouses.

Ham recognized the young NCOs, 
soldiers and airmen attending the con-
ference for professional development 
and serving as liaisons to their as-
signed units in their home state, refer-
ring to them as “the future of our Army 
and Air Force.”

“When asked why I address soldiers 
and airmen in the National Guard,” 
Ham said, “35% of our forces [in the 

Army and Air Force] are Na-
tional Guard and 84% of those 
are enlisted. I believe in the 
citizen-soldier.”

He also cited a recent congressional 
study on the structure of the Army, 
saying, “Our nation has one Army 
with three distinct and essential com-
ponents, the Regular Army, the Army 
National Guard and the Army Reserve. 
Only when the three are properly sized, 
manned, equipped, trained and re-
sourced can the Army do its mission.”

Addressing AUSA’s congressional 
focus areas for 2019, Ham specifically 
highlighted support for reasonable end 

strength growth with the resources to 
train and equip those forces across all 
three components of the Army.

He further highlighted support and 
funding for the Integrated Personnel 
and Pay System–Army to sustain and 
field across the Army, support for Army 
medicine, support for Tricare Reserve 
Select and credit for deployments.

Ham concluded his remarks by prais-
ing the partnership between EANGUS 
and AUSA, focusing on the importance 
for AUSA to serve as a voice for the 
Army and support for the soldier. 

Throughout the conference, leaders 
for EANGUS recognized and honored 
soldiers and airmen of excellence, re-
tired members, and spouses for their 
service to the organization, and the 
generous support of business partners 
who contributed to the success of the 
conference. 

Like the AUSA Annual Meeting and 
Exposition each October in Washing-
ton, D.C., the EANGUS conference 
serves as a reunion and team-building 
venue that brings soldiers and airmen 
from all 54 states and territories to-
gether to educate, inform and connect.

Retired Sgt. Maj. of the Army Kenneth 
O. Preston is AUSA’s Vice President 
for NCO and Soldier Programs and was 
the 13th sergeant major of the Army.

NCO & Soldier 
Programs
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PERK OF THE WEEK
Student loan debt assistance
We have partnered with Gradifi to provide 
financial wellness benefits at no cost to AUSA 
members. Services include a learning center 
and student loan and college planning coun-
seling with 1:1 counselors through American 
Student Assistance®, a non-profit that helps 
you decide if refinancing is right for you. If 
it is, Gradifi Refi offers you access to some 
of the lowest student loan refinancing rates, 
best-in-class service and a special $300 bo-
nus when you refinance through the platform. 
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U.S. Army ranks third behind Russia, 
China in global land power evaluation

“Our Army is incredible, and our 
Army is strong, and our Army is get-
ting stronger,” Milley said. “Our men 
and women on the ground, in the mud, 
walking into harm’s way and defend-
ing freedom—America’s soldiers de-
liver results day after day.”

Looking ahead, “our Army has mo-
mentum, and we need to build upon 
it over the next several years,” Milley 
said. “We know the United States Army 

The U.S. Army ranks behind 
Russia and China in the 2019 
Global Firepower ratings, which 

measure a nation’s conventional arms 
war-making capability, resources and 
finances.

The United States ranks first in to-
tal military power in the comparison 
of 137 countries, ahead of No. 2 Russia 
and No. 3 China, but ranks behind Rus-
sia and China in terms of land power.

The key reason is the U.S. has fewer 
armored fighting vehicles, self-pro-
pelled and towed artillery, and rocket 
projectors. 

The U.S. ranks third in tanks and 
armored fighting vehicles, third in 
self-propelled artillery and 15th in 
towed artillery, according to the Glob-
al Firepower assessment.

Army Chief of Staff Gen. James C. 
McConville told the Senate Armed 
Services Committee that he sees the 
Army entering a great-power competi-
tion that requires modernization, so it 
is “ready to win decisively against any 
adversary, anytime and anywhere in 
a joint, combined, multi-domain, high-
intensity conflict.”

“As the global threat landscape con-
tinues to shift toward great-power 
competition between near-peer adver-
saries, the Army will have the capac-
ity to fight and win in all spectrums 
of conflict that may rise within the 
current and emerging geopolitical en-
vironments,” said McConville, who be-
came the Army’s top general on Aug. 9.

See the full 2019 Global Firepower 
assessment at https://bit.ly/2AsSd9c.

McConville
From Page 1

The key reason for the ranking is the U.S. has fewer armored fighting vehicles, self-pro-
pelled and towed artillery, and rocket projectors (U.S. ARMY/STAFF SGT. WALLACE BONNER)

is very expensive, but we also know 
that losing a war is far more costly.”

McConville reiterated the impor-
tance of increasing the Army’s readi-
ness, continuing on the path to mod-
ernization and prioritizing reform—all 
in an effort to win the nation’s next 
wars.

“When we send the Army some-
where, we don’t go to participate, we 
don’t go to try hard, we go to win,” he 
said. “Winning matters. We win by do-
ing the right things, the right way.”
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Bob Carnagey, a Vietnam veter-
an and Bronze Star recipient, 
was recently presented with 

the Lt. Gen. Timothy J. Maude Award 
by the Indiana chapter of the Associa-
tion of the U.S. Army.

“Bob Carnagey is an outstanding 
soldier for life who exemplifies ser-
vice beyond the uniform,” said retired 
Command Sgt. Maj. W. Douglas Gib-
bens, president of AUSA’s 2nd Region. 

“A Vietnam veteran, he continues to 
serve and to give back to his commu-
nity, particularly to those who wear 
the uniform of our country and their 
families.”

Carnagey is currently the organizer 
of the Northwest Indiana Friends of 

Folds of Honor, an 
organization that 
provides educa-

tional scholarships to spouses and 
children of America’s fallen and dis-
abled service members. 

Under Carnagey’s leadership, the 
local Folds of Honor chapter has 
raised $160,000 to provide more than 
30 years of academic scholarships, ac-
cording to a news release.

Carnagey also is active in other 
veterans’ groups and military charity 
events, including the annual Sapper 

Vietnam vet receives Maude award from AUSA chapter

Indiana

Six Memorial Festival & Motorcycle 
Run in Valparaiso, Indiana. 

The event honors six members of the 
National Guard’s Valparaiso-based 
713th Combat Engineer Company 
who died in the line of duty during a 
2012 deployment in Afghanistan.

The Lt. Gen. Timothy J. Maude 
Award was conceived in 2003 in mem-
ory of Maude, who was the highest-
ranking officer killed in the Sept. 11, 

2001, attack on the Pentagon. 
It is presented annually to those 

who show exceptional efforts on be-
half of soldier welfare.

“He is a great addition to the long 
line of recipients of this prestigious 
award, which has been presented to 
generals and senators,” Gibbens said. 
“The Indiana chapter of AUSA is 
proud to add Bob Carnagey’s name to 
that list.” 

Medal of Honor recipient: ‘Our military is beloved’

Former Staff Sgt. David Bella-
via, the first living Iraq War 
veteran to receive the Medal of 

Honor, recently received a commenda-
tion certificate from the City of Los 
Alamitos at a reception hosted by the 
Greater Los Angeles Chapter of the 
Association of the U.S. Army.

“It was my privilege and honor to 
recognize and thank a true 
American hero who is an un-
abashedly patriotic warfight-
er,” said Mayor Warren Kusu-
moto, who presented the certificate.

The event took place in July at Joint 
Forces Training Base-Los Alamitos, 
California. 

Bob Carnagey, second from right, receives the Lt. Gen. Timothy J. Maude Award from 
AUSA’s Indiana chapter. (COURTESY PHOTO)

In addition to the reception, Bella-
via had speaking engagements in Yor-
ba Linda and Los Angeles, according 
to base officials.

President Donald Trump presented 
the Medal of Honor, the nation’s high-
est award for valor, to Bellavia in a 
June 25 White House ceremony. 

Bellavia was honored for his actions 
during a fierce fight on Nov. 
10, 2004, during the Second 
Battle of Fallujah in Iraq.

“Our military is beloved, 
our citizens are appreciative of our 
freedoms, and I’m seeing that first-
hand across the country,” Bellavia 
told a reporter during his visit.

Greater Los 
Angeles

Former Staff Sgt. David Bellavia, recipient 
of the Medal of Honor. (U.S. ARMY/SGT. KEVIN ROY)




